
 

• Meat - a rise of 1d per lb 

• Bacon from 10d to 1s 

• Sausage 8d to 9d 

• Bread + ½ d per 4lb loaf 

• Danish butter 1s 2d  to 1s 6d  

• Margarine 5d to 8d 

• eggs 1s to 1s 6d 

• All tea + 1d 

• Rice and cereals + ½ d per lb  

 

1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 

December - 
A Gornal 
man is fined 
for watering 
down milk 
he sold.  

Food Shortage 
Timeline By April meat, butter, 

cheese and margarine 
are rationed.  

Ration cards are 
introduced and people 
are expected to register 
with a local butcher and 
greengrocer 

Despite these 
measures 
malnutrition was 
being seen in the 
poorer communities  

 Wednesbury 
and Darlaston 
experienced a 
rise in price of 
provisions, 
described as 
‘hardly justified’, 
Patent shaft 
employees held 
meetings to 
protest this as 
did other works 
including the 
Crown Tube, 
Old Patent 
Tubes & Park 
works. 

At High Street, 
Cradley Heath store 
windows were 
broken by people 
incensed by the 
raising of food 
prices. A shop in 
Dudley port was 
looted; people were 
arrested for theft and 
looting  

August 
outbreak of the 
war ensures 
panic buying 
and inflated 
food prices  

Food prices 
were still rising 
and the council 
asked the 
government to 
regulate prices 
on necessity 
goods as there 
was a large 
amount of 
profiteering. 

Freight charges 
were blamed 
partly for the 
increase in food 
and commodity 
prices.  

Cradley heath 
shopkeepers asked the 
council to enforce the 
early closing order now 
in force. The problem 
being Cradle y and Old 
Hill wanted the order but 
Blackheath did not. 

Despite the work by the 
WLA, the impact of the 
German U-boat 
campaign made food 
shortages a serious 
problem by 1918. 
Malnutrition was seen in 
poor communities and 
as a result the 
government introduced 
rationing in 1918. 

January  

Sugar is 
rationed 

Britain continued to import 
food during the war. The 
main exporters to Britain 
were America and Canada. 
Merchant ships had to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean. Up to 
1916, these merchant ships 
could travel in relative 
safety. However, in 1917, 
the Germans introduced 
unrestricted submarine 
warfare and merchant ships 
were sunk with great 
frequency. April 

Britain only has 6 
weeks worth of 
wheat left 

     Government 
takes over 2.5 
million acres of 
land for farming. 
Any area that 
could be used to 
grow food was 
converted  

Work on the 
land was done 
by the Women's 
Land Army and 
conscious 
objectors. 

Smethwick 
& district 
master 
bakers 
association 
announce a 
½ d rise on 
bread. 

In Wednesbury 
the question was 
asked about the 
availability of extra 
land for 
allotments, to 
supplement the 
food supply.  

May - Dudley 
Council heard 
about the situation 
of food shortages, 
made worse by U-
boats. He urged 
people to not 
waste food, and to 
use scraps and 
leftovers.  

June - By this 
point in the war 
in Tipton almost 
all allotment 
space was 
taken.  

Fruit growers were 
told that they could 
buy limited 
quantities of 
preserving sugar for 
jam. It was limited to 
½ lb per 11lb of fruit. 

November – 
Local food 
committees set 
maximum meat 
retail prices. 
Anyone who 
sold above 
these prices 
were subject to 
prosecution. 

In Sedgley four 
acres of land 
had been taken 
over under the 
‘Cultivation of 
Land’ order  

January – Ration 
cards have been 
distributes and 
traders were asked 
to send details of 
tea, butter and 
margarine stocks to 
the Food Control 
Committee.  

There was 
warning of a 
meat supply 
shortage. 
Even the 
emergency 
supply of 
tinned meat in 
Walsall was 
not sufficient.  

Food prices of some principle items were 
some 128% higher than before the war. 
Eggs and potatoes however saw 
decreases (12% & 6%) but milk went up 
6%.  

Milk was in short 
supply over winter 
1918-1919. Advice 
was given to save 
milk for children. 
There was plenty 
of condensed milk 
available for 
cooking.  
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