
 

Harry KING 
 

 

 

Born:  unable to locate this soldier’s personal history 

Parents:   

Siblings:   

Marriage/Children:  

Address:   

Register of Electors: 1918 Parish of Neatishead NM   
  (Residence : Cangate) 

 

Death: no record found 

 

Military & War service:  

  Private 037686, Royal Army Ordnance Corps  

  Previous Service: 4th Hants 30200 Private RAOC   

 

Medals: Victory, British 

 



 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
 

The Royal Army Ordnance Corps (RAOC) was a corps of the British 
Army. At its re-naming as a Royal Corps in 1918 it was both a supply 
and repair corps. In the supply area it had responsibility for weapons, 
armoured vehicles and other military equipment, ammunition and 
clothing and certain minor functions such as laundry, mobile baths and 
photography. The RAOC was also responsible for a major element of the 
repair of Army equipment. In 1942 the latter function was transferred to 
the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers and the vehicle storage 
and spares responsibilities of the Royal Army Service Corps were in turn 
passed over to the RAOC. The RAOC retained repair responsibilities for 
ammunition, clothing and certain ranges of general stores. In 1964 
the McLeod Reorganisation of Army Logistics resulted in the RAOC 
absorbing petroleum, rations and accommodation stores functions from 
the Royal Army Service Corps as well as the Army Fire Service, barrack 
services, sponsorship of NAAFI (EFI) and the management of staff 
clerks from the same Corps. On 5 April 1993, the RAOC was one of the 
corps that amalgamated to form The Royal Logistic Corps (RLC). 

 

RAOC and the First World War 

As with the rest of the British Army the AOD/AOC was transformed by 

the First World War. Both the sheer scale of the war and the increasing 

technical complexity created an organisational structure that, in its 

outlines, survives until today. The depots at Woolwich, Weedon and 

Pimlico were supplemented by the wholesale takeover of warehouses 

throughout the country and in early 1915 a depot was established 

at Didcot to be the major focus for the receipt and distribution of RAOC 

stores. Ammunition storage was also expanded dramatically and the 

former peacetime magazines at places such 

as Portsmouth and Plymouth were supplemented by purpose built 

depots at Bramley, Altrincham, Credenhill and Didcot. On the Western 

Front a highly successful logistic infrastructure, largely rail based, was 

created to support the front. Parallel systems, but of less complexity, 

supported operations in Italy. Other expeditions such as Gallipoli, 

Salonika, Palestine and Mesopotamia brought supply challenges and a 

large logistic bases were established on the Egyptian Canal Zone 

and Basra.  
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